Book reviews 849 adult life, though the clinical picture and treatment are very different. This is a textbook of systematic haematology, not of clinical hWmatology as we understand it. The production of the book is excellent; but in
spite of the clear text and excellent illustrations, one cannot recommend it to the British reader at its cost of £22 lOs. GEORGE DISCOMBE After Vagotomy edited by J Alexander Williams chM FRCS and Alan G Cox MD FRCS pp xii+433 illustrated £6 London: Butterworths 1969 Messrs Williams and Cox are to be congratulated on the production of this excellent book. It is divided into six sections. The first contains six chapters on the pathophysiology of vagotomy, and those dealing with the effects on the stomach and biliary tree are particularly helpful. The second section contains six chapters on the results of vagotomy, starting with a comparison of different operations based on the well-known Leeds-York prospective trial. These results are compared in the next chapter with over ten thousand vagotomies collected from forty-four papers. The following chapters deal with the effects of vagotomy on nutrition, digestion, absorption, heemopoiesis and bone metabolism. Section Three is concerned with the complications of vagotomy, and Section Four with some of the technical problems of incomplete vagotomy, drainage procedures and selective vagotomy. In Section Five are chapters on emergency surgery, gastric ulcer, hiatus hernia and peptic ulcer in developing countries. The final section looks at current practice and the future. This is an excellent book which every surgeon and trainee should read. It is a splendid review of the present position. explore the developmental processes of the infant brain in the period of adaptation to extrauterine life. The author has designed special techniques of neurological examination which he has carefully standardized. Despite this he found, as others before him, that state of alertness and intensity of response were influenced by many variables, often impossible to control. His work showed that results in the first three days of life were less valid than later. Correlations of perinatal data were made so that infants could be assigned to a high or low risk group, and not unexpectedly infants in the high risk group were found to have a more prolonged adaptation period. Dr Beintema's conscientious study to a certain extent reveals some of the limitations of the methods available to us for study of the infant central nervous system, but it should stimulate others to continue to try to correlate neurological signs with a very careful assessment of other parameters in the early neonatal period, and to devise methods for measuring other aspects of neurological functioning. The editors bring together, in this book, some of the material presented at the 5th International Study Group Meeting in Oxford in 1966. It is not a full account of the conference, for the papers relating to the neurology of infancy have been selected, and material added to complete those that were presented as preliminary studies. In this small volume there is much to interest the student of the newly born.
There are two papers from Heinz Prechtl's unit at Groningen on polygraphic studies in the fullterm baby, the first dealing with technical aspects and quantitative analysis, the second giving a computer analysis of the recorded data; they show that the cycles of behavioural state and recorded changes can be correlated, and state that the technique can be extended to study the responses of infants of sensory stimulation. Vlach next studies exteroceptive skin reflexes of limb and trunk, showing that specific and typical reflex movements can be related to specific places on the body surface. A population study of neurological sign distribution in early infancy is presented from three adjacent parishes in Glamorgan; hypotonia and hypomotility were the most commonly occurring abnormal symptoms. While it is always refreshing to read Professor Clarke's contributions to the prevention of Rhesus haemolytic disease, they do not seem to bear much relation to the rest of the book. Two papers on fits in the neonatal period,
